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UNCLAS TOKYO 08665 

USEEC 

USOECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECRP,JA 

SUBJECT: JAPAN'S AGGREGATE TRADE - APRIL - PROVISIONAL 
(CERP 0102) 

1. SUMMARY. JAPAN'S IMPORTS, S. A., REBOUNDED IN APRIL 
WHILE EXPORTS CONTINUED TO DECLINE, ACCORDING TO PRE- 
LIMINARY CUSTOMS BASIS EOREIGN TRADE DATA RELEASED BY 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE (MOF) MAY 15. APRIL ADJUSTED IMPORTS 
ROSE 5.4 PCT OVER THE PRIOR MONTH'S LEVEL AETER RECORDING 
A 4.7 PCT DECLINE IN MARCH. ADJUSTED EXPORTS, ON THE 
OTHER HAND, DECLINED 3.6 PCT IN APRIL, AFTER BEING OFF 

1 .5 PCT IN MARCH. STRENGTH IN MACHINERY IMPORTS 
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CONTRIBUTED TO THE HEALTHY APRIL IMPORT PERFORMANCE. 

EXPORT VOLUME IN APRIL FELL 8.0 PCT (S.A.) AFTER A 4.0 
PCT DROP IN MARCH. IMPORT VOLUME GAINED 5.0 PCT, 

PARTIALLY REVERSING THE 7.0 PCT DROP IN MARCH. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. EOLLOWING ARE PRELIMINARY MOF DATA ON APRIL CUSTOMS 
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BASIS FOREIGN TRADE, NOT SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, IN MIL 
DOLLARS, WITH YEAR-OVER- YEAR PERCENT CHANGE IN PAREN: 

MARCH APRIL 

EXPORTS (EOB) 8,783 (22.9) 7,833 (14.4) 

IMPORTS (CIF) 6,329 (-0.9) 6,213 (8.2) 

(NOTE: APRIL 78 CUSTOMS EXPORTS IN YEN 1,746,581 MIL AND 
IMPORTS 1,385,326 MIL.) 

3. SEASONALLY ADJUSTED DATA FOLLOW IN MIL DOL WITH 
PCT CHANGE EROM PRIOR MONTH IN PAREN: 

MARCH APRIL 

EXPORTS (EOB) 7,916 (-1.5) 7,630 (-3.6) 

IMPORTS (CIF) 5,991 (-4.7) 6,313 (5.4) 

4. JAPAN'S APRIL EXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM U.S., NOT 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, FOLLOW (IN BIL YEN WITH YEAR-OVER- 
YEAR PCT CHANGE IN PAREN): 

MARCH APRIL 

EXPORTS TO U.S. (FOB) 518.6(11.1) 452.2(7.9) 

IMPORTS FROM U.S.(CIF) 269.2 (-24.6) 229.4 (-18.6) 
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5. JAPAN'S CRUDE OIL IMPORTS IN APRIL (CIF, NS A) FOLLOW 
(YEAR-OVER- YEAR PCT CHANGE IN PAREN): 

MARCH APRIL 

YEN VALUE (IN BIL YEN) 494.0 (-25.8) 433.7 (-7.9) 

QUANTITY IMPORTED(IN 

MIL KILOLITERS) 24.0 (-14.1) 22.4 (1 1.5) 

6. APRIL 78 MOP PRELIMINARY ESTIMATES OF YEAR-OVER- YEAR 
PCT CHANGES IN INDICES OP QUANTUM AND UNIT VALUE FROM 
APRIL 77 AS FOLLOWS (YEN-DENOMINATED, CUSTOMS BASIS): 

EXPORTS IMPORTS 

QUANTUM -3.8 6.5 

UNIT VALUE -3.9 -18.0 

7. POLLOWING ARE EMBASSY ESTIMATES OP PCT CHANGE FROM 
PRIOR MONTH IN QUANTUM INDEX IN APRIL AFTER SEASONAL ADJUST- 
MENT BASED ON SEASONAL FACTORS UNOFFICIALLY PROVIDED BY 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING AGENCY. 

EXPORTS IMPORTS 
QUANTUM -8.2 5.1 

8. NOTE: RATES OF EXCHANGE USED BY MOF TO CONVERT TO 
YEN BASIS FOR APRIL 78 WERE 222.97 YEN PER DOLLAR FOR 
EXPORTS AND 222.99 YEN PER DOLLAR FOR IMPORTS. 

9. APRIL DATA FOR lAPAN'S TRADE BY AREA AND COMMODITY 
WILL BE REPORTED SEPARATELY. MANSFIELD 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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